Vouliwatch Cyprus
Next generation democracy
For the first time, the citizens of Cyprus have a say and a role in the political and legislative process in real time through Vouliwatch Cyprus, a ground-breaking digital platform that aspires to bring together the Cypriot citizens and their elected representatives in the Cypriot and the European Parliament and reinforce their participation in the legislative process.
Two key tools for the parliamentary elections
In view of the parliamentary elections, the platform Vouliwatch Cyprus starts operating by providing citizens (and journalists as well) with two user-friendly tools. The Candidate Watch helps voters to know more about the parliamentary candidates of each party, by providing basic information about each candidate and by creating a more personal profile with targeted questions asked by the administration team of Vouliwatch Cyprus regarding issues that the citizens of Cyprus are concerned about. At the same time, it enables new candidates, who do not have access to traditional media, to share their ideas and political proposals with the citizens.
The Candidate Watch of Vouliwatch Cyprus permits direct communication and interaction between candidates and voters on the basis of a structured presentation of the candidate. The candidate profile is created by the candidate himself by answering questions that are of real interest to the electorate. It is a platform that has been built based on Crowdsourcing framework technologies of Crowdpolicy.com.
The services it provides:
· Presentation of the candidates who have entered their profile in the platform

· Navigation by party / combination of parties

· Search for candidates

· Presentation of photograph / brief CV

· Profile rating (star rating)
The second tool is  Policy Monitor in which citizens can find all the positions of the parliamentary parties, as well as of those who wish to claim parliamentary seats, on the main issues that citizens are concerned about. By selecting parties and policy areas, the platform users have the opportunity to compare, evaluate and comment on the policy positions of the parties that claim their vote.  The next step is to announce the operation of the platform Policy Monitor for the comparative presentation of the parties' programs and positions.
We believe in the power of the citizens, in the power of the crowd. The process described above uses the power of people, citizens, voters so that they can control policies and participate in shaping them in a creative manner. Today's technology and the opportunity that more and more people have to access  information through the Internet provide citizens with vital tools for co-shaping policies.
Links and Information: 
You can access the platform through the website http://vouliwatch.org.cy/platform/ and Candidate Watch is available at http://vouliwatch.org.cy/platform/cw/. You can also find us at our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/Vouliwatch-Cyprus-1659024501033530/?fref=ts and follow us on Twitter @vouliwatchcy. For more information you can contact us by phone on 70002070 or by e-mail at info@vouliwatch.org.cy. 
The contributors
The platform Vouliwatch Cyprus is based on successful initiatives of other countries inside and outside the European Union. For the successful implementation of Vouliwatch Cyprus a network of organizations from Cyprus (the non-profit organization Makewaves Cyprus and the Cyprus Youth Council), Greece (the independent non-profit organization Vouliwatch Greece and Crowdpolicy) and France (the international organization Café Babel) was created. The implementation of the platform is co-funded by the Erasmus+ EU Programme, Youth.
Once the platform is complete, it will give Cypriot citizens the opportunity, inter alia, to watch the legislative work in real time, to get informed and evaluate the work done by their elected representatives, to submit their own proposals directly to the Members of Parliament and ask their own questions regarding issues they are concerned about.  In essence, citizens will be able to use a modern tool for actively participating in the political process of transparency and accountability,  which strengthens and deepens Democracy.
